
Brown Chapel AME Church

Church FAMILY Devotional Series

Greetings Brown Chapel Family,
We praise God for the opportunities He gives for us to continue to GROW FAITH, and to do so
as a CHURCH FAMILY.

We invite you all to engage with God and His Word with the Faith Family through a Daily
Devotional Series. The devotion is entitled “Growing a Healthy Church” by Life.Church Open
Network and is available through an electronic version on the YouVersion Bible App, and has
been adapted for our use in written form.

This communal devotion experience will start on Sunday, January 9, 2022. We welcome each of
you to engage through this 10 week journey that God will use to GROW HIS FAMILY. There will
be a weekly theme launched on Sundays and a daily scripture for meditation to position us to
hear God’s heart and do God’s will!

We are praying with and for you all. Let us GROW TOGETHER in Christ.

Love & Blessings,
Pastors Donald & Teleah Phillips

Citation:
This reading plan content is provided by Network Churches, a ministry of Life.Church. To learn
more about how Network Churches serves local churches globally, visit www.network.church.



Week 1
(Start Date: Jan. 9, 2022)

Weekly Theme:
The Local Church is the HOPE of the World

We believe that the local church is the hope of the world. Jesus said in Matthew 6:18, "I will
build My church and the gates of Hades will not overpower it."

The local church is God's church. It’s His vessel to reach the world, and we believe it should be
one of the most effective, exciting, and healthy organizations on the planet. In Acts, throughout
the birth and the expansion of the church, we see such Godly passion in leadership, readiness
to preach the gospel, powerful unity among all those involved, empowerment by the Holy Spirit,
and effectiveness in reaching more people for Christ.

We are the ongoing story of the Church as we continue to go "to the ends of the earth." We
should be passionate about our churches being healthy and growing.

As you read God’s Word, be reminded and encouraged by the power and momentum of God’s
Church. May we settle for nothing less than healthy churches!

Daily Scripture Focus:
● Monday: Matthew 16:18
● Tuesday: Acts 2:47
● Wednesday: Acts 9:31
● Thursday: Acts 16:5
● Friday: Ephesians 3:10-11
● Saturday: Reflection Prayer



Week 2
(Start Date: Jan. 16, 2022)

Weekly Theme:
Healthy Churches Follow the BLUEPRINT

In order to build a great building, you need to follow a blueprint. Blueprints outline the complete
structure of the building, from the foundation to the framing to the room layout. Blueprints also
give a clear picture of what the finished building should look like.

God’s Word is the blueprint for the Church. It identifies the foundation and the plan, and it shows
a clear picture of what the Church should look like. Throughout this reading plan, we’ll see a big
part of that picture, but today we’ll look at three very powerful primary truths related to the
blueprint:

Jesus is the foundation for the Church.
Jesus will build His Church.
We are the building blocks Jesus will use in building His Church.
Healthy churches follow the blueprint. They trust God to build their church on the only
foundation strong enough to bring stability and strength. They are passionate about being the
church and helping people find their unique role in it.

As you read this week, let God’s Word sink deep as you are reminded of these blueprint basics.
Jesus is the foundation. He is the builder. He is the leader. We are the Church, and we are here
for the world.

Daily Scripture Focus:
● Monday: 1 Corinthians 3:6-13, 12:12-31
● Tuesday: Matthew 16:18
● Wednesday: 1 Peter 2:5-6
● Thursday: Isaiah 28:16
● Friday: Psalms 118:22
● Saturday: Ephesians 1:22-23



Week 3
(Start Date: Jan. 23, 2022)

Weekly Theme:
Healthy Churches Live Out UNITY

In 1980, the U.S. hockey team defeated the seemingly unbeatable team from the USSR in an
Olympic semifinal before they went on to win the gold medal. It’s considered one of the greatest
moments in sports history. A team of handpicked, uniquely talented, amateur players came
together as an effective, unified team. But it was not their individual talent that made them
effective—it was their ability to combine talent as a team and bring them together for one
purpose.

A healthy church looks like that 1980 U.S. hockey team. It accomplishes infinitely more with
others than it does alone. It plays its part with passion and excellence while recognizing its need
for the broader Church to fulfill Christ’s mission. It’s known for what it’s for, not what it’s against.
It’s surrounded by other churches passionate about working together and doing more. It’s full of
individual members who live out their role and do extraordinary things for God.

Many times the word “unity” evokes images of churches that look, act, and talk exactly the
same, but that’s not an accurate picture. We mistake uniformity for unity. True unity is each
church fulfilling its unique role with one common purpose, just like the many different parts of
your body working together. This unity is incredibly powerful, beautiful, and significant.

Jesus was passionate about the unity of believers. He prayed over us that we would live it out
because He knew the incredible results that would follow.

What happens to churches that live out unity?

They do as God would do
They accomplish God-sized things
They attract others outside the church
They lead people to become fully devoted followers of Christ
Unity is worth fighting for. Are there areas in your ministry where you can begin to build a path
toward unity? As you read this weeks’ scriptures, we pray you’re reminded of the power and
purpose of unity.

Daily Scripture Focus:
● Monday: John 17: 20-21
● Tuesday: Acts 2:44-47
● Wednesday: Psalms 133
● Thursday: Ephesians 4:11-13
● Friday: Reflection Prayer
● Saturday: Reflection Prayer



Week 4
(Start Date: Jan. 30, 2022)

Weekly Theme:
Healthy Churches GIVE

In Acts, we see the birth of the church and the incredible move of God in the hearts of people. In
the very beginning, we see the church being irrationally generous. Their faith is so extraordinary
that they share everything they have.

Healthy churches give. I love Pastor Robert Morris’ idea that the verb of the entire Bible could
very well be “give” instead of “love.” Because at the heart of the Gospel, we see that God so
loved the world that He gave. When we give we are most like God. This kind of generosity in
healthy churches is not about resources but about the heart It’s a shift from thinking “our” church
to “His” church and from “our” resources to “His” provision. Healthy churches make the decision
to give based on the needs they see, not the costs they project.

In giving churches, needs are met, both for believers and for those far from Christ. There is joy
and fellowship. People outside the church are attracted to the church. Children without
permanent homes would have families. The underprivileged and under-resourced would have
the support and resources they need.

As you read this week’s passages, let the words “give” and “gave” jump off the page.

Daily Scripture Focus:
● Monday: Acts 20:35
● Tuesday: John 3:16
● Wednesday: Acts 2:45-47
● Thursday: Matthew 25:34-36
● Friday: Matthew 14:16-19
● Saturday: Reflective Prayer



Week 5
(Start Date: Feb. 6, 2022)

Weekly Theme:
Healthy Churches PRODUCE GOOD FRUIT

Throughout the Bible, “fruit” is a good indicator of those who are truly believers in Jesus. In
order to see the health of a tree, you have but to look at the fruit. It doesn’t matter the amount of
fruit trees you have. What matters is they produce good fruit.

Healthy churches are passionate about producing good fruit. They build processes and
structures that create environments for a healthy orchard. They make hard decisions when
production is down. Everything they do ultimately leads people to become fully devoted
followers of Christ.

Healthy churches are full of people who have been transformed through the power of God and
are living out His purpose. They’re full of people who exemplify Christ both inside and outside
the church. They’re full of people who are bearing the fruit of the Spirit more than the fruit of the
flesh. Healthy churches produce good fruit.

Churches can get caught up in everything but producing good fruit, but today’s reading is a
great reminder: it is by our fruit that people will know we follow Jesus. It is only by our
connection with Jesus that we will produce good and lasting fruit. As you read this weeks’
Scripture, ask yourself about the fruit production in your life and in your church. Allow God’s
Word to remind you that as we are all called to bear good fruit.

Daily Scripture Focus:
● Monday: Matthew 7:16-20
● Tuesday: John 15:1-5, 8
● Wednesday: John 15:16
● Thursday: 2 Peter 1:5-9
● Friday: Galatians 5:19-23
● Saturday: Reflective Prayer



Week 6
(Start Date: Feb. 13, 2022)

Weekly Theme:
Healthy Churches GROW & REPRODUCE

What does an apple tree produce? This might seem like a simple question, but many times our
answer is incomplete. The answer “apples” is correct, but on its own, it misses the true scope of
the apple tree. Apple trees were meant to create more apples, which were meant to create more
apple trees, which were meant to create more apples, which were meant create more apple
trees. You get the idea. Apples alone are not what apple trees produce. A healthy apple tree has
the potential to not only produce many apples, but many apple trees.

We love this picture of the apple tree as a metaphor for healthy churches. Healthy churches are
not only passionate about growing their church, but growing other churches. Their influence and
growth goes far beyond their walls. In the early church, you see this explosion of growth. It was
not just people in one area being reached and changed, but pockets of people coming together
from different areas to reach more people.

By the end of Acts, we see that the churches (plural) were strengthened and growing daily. That
explosion of growth is why we are even reading this plan now! Growth isn’t an option for healthy
churches; it is a responsibility. And, growth isn’t just about a single church. It’s about the “capital
C” Church—the global body of Christ. Healthy churches grow and reproduce.

As you read this weeks’ passages, I pray you’re stirred by God to embrace the power and
responsibility of His church, and recognize the seed of greatness that He has planted in you!
Just like the early church, we’re still called to grow and reproduce!

Daily Scripture Focus:
● Monday: Acts 2:42-47
● Tuesday: Acts 9:31
● Wednesday: Acts 16:13
● Thursday: Colossians 2:19
● Friday: Ephesians 3:20
● Saturday: Reflective Prayer



Week 7
(Start Date: Feb. 20, 2022)

Weekly Theme:
Healthy Churches are FULL OF MINISTERS

Jesus’ ministry was so different than the Jewish religious ministry of the time. His followers were
a ragtag band of men that the religious order had overlooked. He did not just teach them the
Bible, but he provided on-the-job training. This is how the church founders were trained, and it’s
how the church was meant to function. A church wasn’t meant to be a lone pastor who ministers
to a group of people. It was meant to be a group of people ministering to the world. Every
member of your church is a minister, and every minister plays a critical part in the mission.

Healthy churches are full of ministers who understand they are called to be the Church. They
are active and learning on the job. They are using their gifts to fulfill the mission of the
church—inside and outside the walls of the church. They are often the only reflection of Jesus
that a dark world will ever see. They are each ministers in their own missions fields.

As you read this weeks’ scriptures, be reminded that Jesus created the Church to be active and
missional. We are all ministers, and we are called as the church to minister to the world.

Daily Scripture Focus:
● Monday: Luke 9:16
● Tuesday: Ephesians 4:11-13
● Wednesday: Reflective Question: How has GOD CALLED ME to minister/serve?
● Thursday: Reflective Question: Where has God spiritually PLANTED me in this season

to do ministry?
● Friday: Reflective Question: How do I need to GROW?
● Saturday: Reflective Question: How is GOD instructing me to SOW/GIVE?



Week 8
(Start Date: Feb. 27, 2022)

Weekly Theme:
Healthy Churches are FUN & ATTRACTIVE

Organizations that make a difference in their communities and go beyond their goals draw
others in. Their staffs are passionate about the vision and the values of their company, and they
genuinely enjoy their work. They are bought in, and their excitement is contagious.
Effectiveness is fun and attractive.

Fun is not about easy and laid back. Fun and attractiveness is directly tied to effectiveness, and
there’s no better picture of effectiveness than the early church in Acts. The first church burst
onto the scene with thousands accepting the Gospel and choosing to enter into relationship with
God and each other. People were eating together and talking about their faith every day. Others
outside this community were drawn into it. You can’t read the words in Acts without seeing that
these people were excited to experience life like they never had before. It must have been so
much fun!

Healthy churches have fun. Not the type of fun that’s selfish is nature, but the kind of fun that
comes from fulfilling God’s plans. The kind of fun where everyone understands their part in
accomplishing the mission. That’s the kind of fun that’s infectious. The kind of fun that even
non-Christians notice even if they don’t understand it.

As you read this weeks’ passages, be reminded of the life God intended you to live, of the life
the church was meant to have. The work of the church should be fun, and when done God’s
way, it will attract those around it.

Daily Scripture Focus:
● Monday: John 10:10
● Tuesday: Acts 2:42-47
● Wednesday: Ephesian 3:10-11
● Thursday: Ephesians 5:8
● Friday: Proverbs 15:13
● Saturday: Proverbs 17:22



Week 9
(Start Date: Mar. 6, 2022)

Weekly Theme:
Healthy Churches Keep the FIRST THING FIRST

The ultimate goal of the church is not growth, great environments, or effectiveness. The ultimate
goal of the church is to bring God glory. Everything is for His glory.

Healthy churches keep first things first. They passionately seek God. They are not driven by
programs or numbers or accolades, but use them as they are driven by the Spirit of God and
making Jesus’ name known. They are seeking God’s glory to be revealed through them. They
are hungry to know God more. They understand that the Gospel is not ultimately about us, but it
is about God. They constantly fight to keep first things first.

We see the first-hand struggle of doing for Jesus versus being with Jesus in Luke 10. This
well-known story of Mary and her sister, Martha, stills speaks to us today about the need to
keep our relationship with Jesus primary to our mission for Jesus.

“Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, but few
things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken
away from her.” Luke 10:41-42

Don’t busy yourself so much with God’s work that you forget to be in His presence.

As you read this weeks’ scriptures, remember that you’re a follower of Christ first and foremost.
Your ultimate goal is to know God and make Him known, all for His glory!

Daily Scripture Focus:
● Monday: Luke 10:38-42
● Tuesday: Matthew 6:33
● Wednesday: Phillipians 3:8-11
● Thursday: Ephesians 3:18-19
● Friday: Psalms 96:3-8
● Saturday: Isaiah 43:7



Week 10
(Start Date: Mar. 13, 2022)

Weekly Theme:
Healthy Churches EXCEL Still MORE

Let’s summarize the characteristics of healthy churches we’ve read about in God’s Word over
the past few days.

Healthy churches:
● Follow the BLUEPRINT
● Live out UNITY
● GIVE
● PRODUCE GOOD FRUIT
● GROW & REPRODUCE
● Are FULL OF MINISTERS
● Are FUN & ATTRACTIVE
● Keep the FIRST THING FIRST

Wow, that list should make you excited about growing a healthy church! But, it’s incomplete.
There’s one more characteristic that healthy churches possess. A healthy church not only
continues their healthy ways. Instead, they excel in them even more. They constantly ask
themselves how they can be better, grow stronger, and love deeper.

There’s a strong drive and passion to push further, not for their own glory, but for God’s. Healthy
churches truly believe there are more people to reach for Christ. More opportunities to give.
Stronger unity to live out. More churches to plant. More leaders to equip. More of God to know
and share. They excel still more.

Let’s strive to grow a healthy church where people are changed and communities are
transformed, all for God’s glory.

As you read this weeks’ scriptures, be encouraged to not only continue what God’s Word calls
you to do, but to excel even more. As long as you have breath in your lungs, God has more to
do in you and through you.

Daily Scripture Focus:
● Monday: 1 Thessalonians 4:1
● Tuesday: 1 Thessalonians 4:9-10
● Wednesday: Ephesians 3: 20-21
● Thursday: Reflective Prayer
● Friday: Reflective Praise
● Saturday: Reflective Response & Action


