
MATTERS OF ENCOURAGEMENT:
A WORD OF HOPE

Pastor Jerry Hatter
“You are my hiding place and my shield; I hope in your word.” 

~ Psalm 119:114
Greetings all, in the Name of Jesus Christ, Our Lord and Savior! God

has blessed and kept us over these last difficult days and weeks. Ephesians
6:10 declares to us to “be strong in the Lord and in the Power of His Might”.
I want you to be encouraged and know that God is able to carry us through
this COVID-19 pandemic storm. God is preparing us to be wiser, stronger
and better than we have ever been. Let us walk worthy as we go through
this valley of Coronavirus. Know that God is with us and that He will never
leave or forsake us!

It’s been six weeks since we last met in the sanctuary for worship, but
through this time, God has continued to speak to us as we have streamed
the services out each Sunday. What a Mighty God we serve! He is great
and greatly to be praised! We are connecting in a multitude of way as
noted below:
• Daily at 8:00 AM for our Sweet Hour of Prayer line and on Sunday at 

6:00 PM.  The dial-in number is 248-794-1091, access code is 40623843.  
• Teleconference Bible Study at 6:00 PM each Wednesday.  We are 

currently studying “End Time Prophecy:  Signs of the Times”.  The 
teleconference phone number and access code is the same as above.  I 
am the teacher for this series.

• Sabbath (Sunday) School on Saturdays at 10:00 AM.  Bro. Jerry Caldwell 
is teaching and facilitating.  Same call-in number as above.

• Sunday Morning Worship Services - here are three ways to join in: at  
8:00 AM and again 11:00 AM (or on demand anytime afterwards), you 
can watch via our website at www.bcamecy.org or you may watch on 
our YouTube Channel at “Brown Chapel AME Church Ypsilanti”.  
Alternately, you may listen to both services via conference call by dialing 
248-794-1091, access code 4062843#.

We are doing our best to keep all of you inspired and informed by
holding periodic teleconference meetings to address the business of the
church. It is our prayer that you stay connected with God and with each
other all the time. I encourage you to make it a point to pray often and call
at least three different members each day to bless and cheer them up.

I want to thank all of you for your generous giving during these trying
times. There are three ways you can give: 1) you may take your offering to
the church and place it in the After Hour Drop Box on the northside of the
building; 2) you may give online through our website www.bcamecy.org
(select “Giving” and the donate button); or 3) you may continue to mail
your offering in to the church. We trust that you will continue to participate
in the life of the church through prayer, worship and fellowship. If you are
in good health and willing, you are welcome to volunteer on Fridays at 9:00
AM in the Good Samaritan Outreach Food Distribution where God has
blessed us to continue to give away groceries. Whatever you do, do
something and let the Lord use you and know that “this too shall pass”.
Again, my thanks to all of you for all that you do!
~ “Love you so much” ~ Pastor Jerry Hatter

CORONAVIRUS MATTERS:
“… AM I MY BROTHER’S KEEPER?”  GENESIS 4:9B

Rev. Dr. Oveta Fuller Caldwell
COVID-19 is the illness caused by infection with a new

virus “novel Coronavirus.” Its official name is Severe
Acute Respiratory Virus 2 Coronavirus (SARS CoV-2) or
CoV-2. CoV-2 infection outcomes range from no
symptoms to mild, moderate or severe respiratory illness
and even death. CoV-2 infection has affected countries
around the world—a global pandemic. There are no
vaccines or medicines for this new virus. Avoiding virus
contact is the ONLY way to reduce infection. Prevention is
all we currently have to reduce COVID-19. Fortunately,
this can be achieved.

CoV-2, a respiratory virus, goes from person to person
through respiratory droplets that exit the mouth when we
talk, sneeze or cough. Preventions are covering sneezes
and coughs, always staying at least 6ft from others
(known as “Social or Physical Distancing”) and washing
hands frequently while avoiding touching objects where
virus may have fallen from infected persons. “Stay Home,
Stay Safe,” requested all over the globe, prevents CoV-2
infection and COVID-19. It prevents illness and deaths.

Most people are susceptible to CoV-2. There are no
immune defenses for the new virus. We “Flatten the
Curve” by avoiding contact so CoV-2 cannot reproduce
itself. About 20-30% of infected people will develop
moderate to severe illness. About 10% will need to be
hospitalized. For many reasons, many severe cases of
COVID-19 is among African Americans. Each person’s
contribution to “Flattening the Curve” helps medical
systems to remain available-for those that normally
require care and those with severe CoV-19.

Less virus circulates when fewer, or no, people get
infected. “Social or Physical Distancing” reduces the
chance of infection. Even if an infected person does not
get sick (asymptomatic infection), they make more virus
that can make another person sick. One person can infect
one to forty other people.

The global pandemic of CoV-2 brings each together with
others. As “A Global Church with a Local Touch”, we know
we are connected to our neighbor near and far. During
the time of COVID-19, “Stay Home” is how God instructs
us to protect ourselves and others. We show love through
obedience to His instructions. Even when declarations are
lifted, remain diligent to prevent CoV-2 infection so the
virus cannot resurge to make more of itself.

God calls each of us to “be still and know.” God calls us
to be One with Him and with each other. Let us diligently
follow instructions.

http://www.bcamecy.org/
http://www.bcamecy.org/


“UPLIFTING MUSIC 
MATTERS FOR THE SOUL”

Rev. George Fletcher, Director of Music
During our lifetime most of us have experienced many challenges, pain and hardships and even encountered divisions. While all of our
struggles are not the same, one thing I have found that the world shares in common is music. “Music” is the universal language of the
soul and everyone has their own musical preference for most any mood or situation. While some were singing “Home on the Range”
others were singing “We Shall Overcome”. While some sang “Say It Loud”, or “What’s Going On”, others sang “Pass Me Not”, or “I Need
Thee Every Hour”. Just as most of us have favorite scriptures that we quote or say daily and pray, through music, we find inspiration to fit
every mood, situation, or feeling we may have. “Without a Song” by James Cleveland is one of my personal favorites. What is yours?
During this unprecedented time of global pandemic, raise your spirits by including music in your day – music that inspires and uplifts your
soul. Sing songs that encourage your heart and give you peace and hope. As we move through this season of sheltering-in, remember,
what gospel artist, Yolanda Adams, said, “The Battle Is Not Yours – It’s the Lord’s”.

- 2 -

BIBLE MATTERS:
ENCOURAGEMENT FROM THE SCRIPTURES
Rev. Jill L. Day

His Comfort
“God comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves
are comforted by God. (1) Nevertheless, God, who comforts the
downcast, comforted us. (2) Therefore comfort each other and edify one
another, just as you also are doing. (3) Let us pursue the things which
make for peace and the things by which one may edify another.” (4)
His Direction
“Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor
giving preference to one another. (5) With all lowliness and gentleness,
with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, (6) be kind to one
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ
forgave you. (7) Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom,
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” (8)
His Commandments
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I
have loved you, that you also love one another. (9) Confess your
trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be
healed. The effective fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much."
(10)
2 Corinthians 1:4 (2) 2 Corinthians 7:6 (3) 1 Thessalonians 5:11 (4)
Romans 14:19 (5) Romans 12:10 (6) Ephesians 4:2 (7) Ephesians 4:32
(8) Colossians 3:16 (9) John 13:34 (10) James 5:16

ENCOURAGEMENT FROM THE PSALMS
His Help
“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. There
is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where
the Most High dwells. God is within her, she will not fall; God will help
her at break of day. Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his
voice, the earth melts.” ~Psalm 46:1-3 (NIV)
His Protection
“He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High Shall abide under
the shadow of the Almighty. i will say of the LORD, “He IS my refuge and
my fortress; My god, in Him I will trust. surely, He shall deliver you from
the snare of the fowler and from the perilous pestilence. He shall cover
you with His feathers and under His wings you shall take refuge; His
truth shall be your shield and buckler. You shall not be afraid of the
terror by night, Nor of the arrow that flies by day; nor of the pestilence
that walks in darkness, nor of the destruction that lays waste at
noonday.” ~Psalm 91:1-6

Therefore comfort 
each other and 

edify one another, 
just as you also 

are doing …

gree with God; ove with God; nd with God; ever doubt God” – A M E N!

– Submitted Courtesy of Sister Lenora Miller
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PRAYER MATTERS:
THE CORONAVIRUS IMPACT PRAYER FOR 
THE GLOBAL COMMUNITY
The Rev. Paul Mugala

“Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! May I thy consolation 
share, Till, from Mount Pisgah’s lofty height, I view my home and take 
my flight. This robe of flesh I’ll drop, and rise; To seize the everlasting 
prize, And shout, while passing through the air, “Farewell, farewell, 

sweet hour of prayer!” ~William Walford, Author (1772-1880)

PRAYER:
“Father God Almighty, here we are again, like Peter, John, James,
Paul and Luke; at the foot of the Cross. Many of us worldwide
are filled with all kinds of anxiety, under siege of this Coronavirus
and other diseases, we truly have no control over.

But today Lord, we pray for our beloved brothers and sisters all
over the world, whose health has been compromised by the
Coronavirus, and other uncontrollable, unknown diseases.

For those who are suffering from the economic impact of the
virus, in travel, manufacturing, hospitality, energy or so many
other industries.

Lord for the HealthCare Workers, Clergy, First Responders and
other public servants who continue to sacrifice as well as take life
risks putting themselves in harm’s way for the rest of us.

Lord lift-up your Consciousness to the World Leaders, to seek
You first in our collective collaborative pursuit to do good for all
people to Your glory.

God Almighty, this is overwhelming; especially for those who
have no intimate relationship with you. But your Word says –
over and over and over again - that we should ‘not be afraid or
be anxious for anything’. [Philippians 4:6, NKJV]. Please Lord
show us how to trust in You in all situations … turn our hearts,
hands and prayers toward the concerns of others, especially those whose
health have been impacted by this Coronavirus and other
illnesses.

We pray for all of this and more in the Powerful, Strong,
Uncommon Name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”

FAMILY MATTERS: 
ENCOURAGEMENT FOR PARENTS & CHILDREN

Rev. Gwendolyn Hatter
“Children are a gift from the Lord; they are a reward from Him.” 

~Psalm 127:3 (NLT)

During this season, God has placed the overall welfare for your precious children
back into your hands. This is an opportunity to help your children in ways that
you may never have had time to do before. It is a chance for you to pour into
them godly principles, build their character and grow closer as a family. Sounds
good, doesn’t it? But – if you’re not careful - it is also a time when you can all
get on each other’s absolute last nerve! For many, the Coronavirus has ushered
in a new parenting paradigm for 21st century families. Under the “Stay-
Home/Stay-Safe” order, parents are with their children 24-7, along with the
added responsibility of being full-time “homeschool” teachers. What are the
challenges families now face? How do you balance work and home life and
maintain a healthy environment - with everything happening under one roof?

1. Establish Daily Routines – keep life as normal as possible by setting definite
start and stop times for schoolwork, housework and play. Parents working from
home should prioritize their work-life and not “fit” work in around the clock,
which can leave you exhausted and short on patience.

2. Create Balance – penciling in personal time in your daily routine helps
maintain mental health and wellness. Creating quiet “alone” time to read, soak
in a tub or do whatever relaxes you rejuvenates you mind, body and spirit.

3. Communicate - Mrs. Ayana Gwin of Charlotte, NC, has two teenage daughters
and one 10-year-old son. Her husband is an essential worker so she is with their
children much of the time. In addition to working to keep her family safe, she
found communication key to creating a healthy home environment. “Checking-
in” and fostering an open dialogue with children helps them process their
emotions and feelings, particularly over any losses they might be experiencing
due to sheltering-in. Children are dealing with isolation and loneliness, too.
Listen without judgment to your children’s concerns. Create a “safe door” for
them to enter to discuss their problems and get your help in solving them.

4. Respect Personal Boundaries – in close quarters be mindful of your and your
family’s personal boundaries. Everyone in the house has a need for space and
time alone. Honor that need; allow your children space and time just for
themselves to get alone with their thoughts.

5. Share Your Faith – devote time daily and weekly for regular family prayer and
bible Study. This helps strengthen your children’s faith in God’s ability to handle
any situation.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER LIST
“Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other that 

you may be healed.  The prayer of a righteous person is 
powerful and effective.” ~James 5:16

HEALING & WHOLENESS

• Bro. James Moore Bro. Tarik Blake

• Sis. Willa Bates Sis. Delores Collins

• Sis. Debbie Taylor Bro. Bill & Sis. D. Clements

• Rev. Jill Day Sis. Ashley Rudolph

• Rev. Catrinka Johnson Rev. Jeff Baker

• Sis. Brecia Easley Dr. Kamuyu

• Bro. Ron Grover Sis. Carmelita Mullins

• Bro. John & Sis. Jean Porter Sis. Deborah Fuller

• Bro. Fred and Sis. Jean Palmer Sis. Lenora Miller

CONDOLENCES

• Bro. Gerald & Sis. Marian Chance in the passing of their nephew 
Bro. K.J. Smith

• Bro. Steve Stone in the passing of his niece, Sis. Monica King

(A Special Prayer dedicated to First Responders, Clergy, Emergency 
and All Hospital Medical Staff, Police, and all others serving the public 

during this critical hour.) 

STEWARDSHIP MATTERS:
GOD’S INCREASE IN TIMES OF DROUGHT

Sister Carolyn T. James
“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine 
house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open 
you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not 

be room enough to receive it.” ~ Malachi 3:10

Brown Chapel has been richly blessed financially by the
generosity of faithful members & friends that have continued to
give out of their increase during this unparalleled season, the
likes of which we have never experienced before. It is through
our faithful and cheerful giving, that God has promised if we sow
bountifully we will also reap bountifully.

Even though we are out of the physical church, there are still
several convenient ways in which you can continue to be a giver
unto the work of the Lord. You may drop-off your tithes and
offerings to church and place them in the overnight Drop Box
(located near the church office door); you can mail it in through
regular US mail; or you can go online to www.bcamecy.org and
use our PayPal “Give” option. Through your own personal bank
account, you can also set up a recurring bill pay to Brown Chapel
Church and your bank will mail your contribution directly to the
church per your request.

Coming soon!! We will soon have the online “Givelify” app
available as another means of giving.
Whatever way works best for you, may God continue to bless
you, as we all “Stay Home and Stay Safe”.

“Give and it shall be given unto you:  Good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together and running over will men give into your bosoms.  For 
with the same measure that you give, it shall be given back to you.” ~ 

Luke 6:38

http://g025540.wixsite.com/bchapel/giving

http://www.bcamecy.org/


BROWN CHAPEL A.M.E. CHURCH
1043 West Michigan Avenue
Ypsilanti, MI  48197

!!STAY CONNECTED!!
INTERCESSORY PRAYER

Monday – Saturday, 8:00 AM - 9:00 AM
Sundays at 6:00 PM

Dial-in #1-248-794-1091 / Access Code 4062843#
You may also email your prayer requests to prayer@bcamecy.org

BIBLE STUDY (BY CONFERENCE CALL)
Wednesdays –6:00 PM 

Current Bible Study -“End Time Prophecy:  Sign of the Times  - Taught 
by Pastor Hatter

Dial-in #:  1-248-794-1091 / Access code 4062843#
Outline will be mailed upon request at pastorhatter@bcamecy.org

CHURCH SABBATH SCHOOL CONFERENCE CALL
Youth and Adult 

Saturdays at 10:00 AM
Dial-in # 1-248-794-1091 / Access Code 4062843#

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE BROADCAST TIMES
Visit us online Sunday @8:00 and 11:00 AM 

@ www.bcamecy.org
or on YouTube at “Brown Chapel AME Church Ypsilanti” 
For audio only:  1-248-794-1091 / access code 4062843#

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sister-to-Sister Live Chat

Saturday, May 9th – 6:00 PM
Zoom Link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85805107673?pwd=MnMzTW5CVzZYM3p
FcW9UVTNrMy82dz09

Meeting ID 858 0510 7673  Password:  750776  
Phone/Mobile Device 1-312-626-6799

“Continuing to Build the Kingdom of God”  ~ Hebrews 12:14-15 

Website:  www.bcamecy.org
Follow us on Facebook @“Brown Chapel Ypsilanti”

“A Global Church with a Local Touch”
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